
Protocols for Face Coverings 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]According to the Schools COVID-19 Operational Guidance - November 2021
Face coverings help protect the wearer and others against the spread of infection because they cover the nose and mouth, which are the main confirmed sources of transmission of COVID-19.

In primary schools, we recommend that face coverings should be worn by staff and adults (including visitors) when moving around in corridors and communal areas. Health advice continues to be that children in primary schools should not be asked to wear face coverings.

We define a communal area as where different groups meet such as walking through the corridors; in the hall during assembly or lunchtime and the staff room.

Circumstances where people are not able to wear face coverings
There are some circumstances where people may not be able to wear a face covering.
Please be mindful and respectful of such circumstances. Some people are less able to wear face coverings, and the reasons for this may not be visible to others.

In relation to education settings, this includes (but is not limited to):
people who cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering because of a physical or mental illness or impairment, or disability
people for whom putting on, wearing or removing a face covering will cause severe distress
people speaking to or providing assistance to someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or facial expressions to communicate
to avoid the risk of harm or injury to yourself or others
you are also permitted to remove a face covering in order to take medication 
while eating or drinking

Please let John know if you are not able to wear a face covering.

Face coverings do not need to be worn in classrooms while teaching or with your normal groups.

In the corridor, please wear your face covering when the corridor has groups of adults and / or children when you are passing.  If the corridor is clear, then you do not have to wear your face covering.

In the staff room, please wear your face covering when making and preparing food and drink or walking through the room.  You can remove your face covering while drinking or eating.  

In the hall, please wear your face covering when there is more than one class group or groups of adults who are not normally part of the same class group.  Face coverings can be removed when talking to the group, for example when leading assembly – try to remain 2 metres away from the nearest individual when removing your face covering.

In reception, visitors are asked to wear face coverings whilst in the building.  They should be greeted by a member of staff who is wearing a face covering.

Access to face coverings
Due to the use of face coverings in wider society and staff are already likely to have access to face coverings.  Staff may consider bringing a spare face covering to wear if their face covering becomes damp during the day.

We have a small contingency supply available for people who:
are struggling to access a face covering
are unable to use their face covering as it has become damp, soiled or unsafe
have forgotten their face covering

Please see John should you require a face covering.  

Safe wearing and removal of face coverings
When wearing a face covering, staff and visitors should:
wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before putting a face covering on
avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with the mouth and nose, as it could be contaminated with the virus
change the face covering if it becomes damp or if they’ve touched the part of the face covering in contact with the mouth and nose
avoid taking it off and putting it back on a lot in quick succession to minimise potential contamination

When removing a face covering, staff and visitors should:
wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before removing
only handle the straps, ties or clips
not give it to someone else to use
if single-use, dispose of it carefully in a household waste bin and do not recycle
once removed, store reusable face coverings in a plastic bag until there is an opportunity to wash them
if reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest temperature appropriate for the fabric
wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser once removed

We should still:
Ensure we continue to have good hygiene.
Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes.
Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.
Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19.
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